
Situated in the Catskills and Southern 
Tier regions of New York State, the Upper 
Delaware River is the headwaters of what is 
often referred to as “America’s First River.”

The Upper Delaware River is one of the most important 
natural-resource based tourist destinations in our state, and 
is home to one of the finest coldwater wild trout fisheries 
in the country. The economic, recreational, and ecological 
value of this region must be recognized and protected, 
especially the headwaters of the river located south of the 
NYC reservoirs, which has received minimal funding from 
both the state and city. Over the last two years, this region 
has received less than 5% of watershed-related funding 
available through New York State’s Environmental Protection 
Fund. While the Upper Delaware River is relatively healthy, 
there are increasing threats due to accelerated erosion and 
sedimentation, invasive species, and a changing climate. 
Long-term investments are crucial for the health of the 
river and the communities that rely on it. Get involved in 
our efforts to protect this hidden gem by signing up for our 
updates at www.nylcv.org.

PRODUCED BY THE ALLIANCE FOR THE UPPER DELAWARE RIVER WATERSHED

The Delaware River Watershed (12,800 square miles) 
covers parts of New York, Pennsylvania, New Jersey and 
Delaware. About one-fifth of the upper watershed lies 
within New York State (2,390 square miles of land area)¹.

A 73 mile portion of the river in this region is credited as 
a Scenic and Recreational National Park unit by New York 
State under the federal Wild and Scenic Rivers Act². This 
area alone attracted more than a quarter million visitors 
in 20175.

The Delaware Basin is home to 81 of the 537 Species of 
Greatest Conservation Need (SGCN) or about 15% of the 
SGCN statewide7.
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12,800 SQUARE
MILES

The recreational activities in the Delaware River Watershed 
attract millions of visitors every year. In 2010, more than 
5.5 million people traveled to the region to hike, fish, camp, 
birdwatch, and paddle³. In Sullivan County, the year-round 
population more than triples on typical summer weekends, 
as travelers seek out beautiful places to play6. 

OVER 5.5 MILLION
VISITORS

$3.5 BILLION

Located near the headwaters of the Delaware River 
Watershed in New York are three NYC-operated reservoirs, 
Cannonsville, Pepacton, and Neversink that provide New 
York City with more than half of its drinking water².

MORE THAN HALF

The 125,000 people³ residing within the Upper Delaware 
River Watershed rely on the basin’s groundwater for their 
drinking water needs4.

125,000 PEOPLE

The natural goods and services that derive from ecosys-
tems of the Delaware River Basin generate $3.5 billion 
in NYS³.

Industries that rely on the watershed include fishing, 
tourism, recreation, ports, water construction and utilities.
Wild trout fishing alone contributes over $29 million  
in economic activity and almost 350 jobs with $3.6  
million in wages.

81SPECIES OF GREATEST
CONSERVATION NEED

73 MILES OF SCENIC AND
RECREATIONAL PARKS
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