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• OneNYC 2050 Volume 7 A Livable 
Climate

• Zero waste to landfills – 
◦ Reuse/donations - non-profit partner
◦ Recycling
◦ Composting
◦ Toxics reduction

(e-waste, hazardous waste)
◦ Litter reduction

• Status
◦ Productive collaboration between 

DSNY and advocates
◦ Where legislation, made the most 

gains
◦ Financial crisis has put immense 

strain on advancement

Zero Waste Goals 

NYC Residential 
Waste Profile, 2017
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• Residential Curbside Composting Operations SUSPENDED
◦ Piloted in 2013 > Expanded to 1/3 of City by 2018 

(voluntary)
◦ Service cut in May 2020 (COVID budgetary crisis)
◦ Funding cut through June 2022

• Seasonal Leaf Collections SUSPENDED
◦ Service cut due to funding

• Food Scrap Drop Off Program
◦ Funding is limited and at risk, but able to maintain a small 

program
◦ Critical for education, community-scale impact

• Commercial Organic Waste Law
◦ Local Law 146
◦ Focuses on businesses likely to generate the most food 

waste
◦ Fully implemented

Organic Waste
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• Expanded Polystyrene 
◦ Local Law 142 of 2013
◦ Followed by years of litigation by the plastics industry, eventually found 

in favor of NYC
◦ In 2019 DSNY implemented a ban on single-use foam food-service 

items and packing peanuts.
◦ Status: DSNY is enforcing this law.

Single Use Plastics
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• NYS Plastic Bag Ban was passed in 2019 
(pre-empting NYC’s 2016 carryout bag 
law.) 

• Anticipated impact will be significant 
reduction in the 10 billion single-use 
carryout bags used by New Yorkers every 
year.

• Also includes a five-cent fee on paper 
bags to fund reusable bag distribution.

• Since 2016, DSNY has distributed more 
than 1 million reusable bags to New 
Yorkers. 

Single Use Plastics – Plastic Bag Ban
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• Executive Orders 42 and 54
◦ to eliminate un-necessary use of single-use foodware and 

plastic beverage bottles and single use cutlery in city 
agencies and properties

◦ Anticipated annual impact eliminate:
▪ At least 1.1 million pounds of single-use plastic 

foodware
▪ 1 million single-use plastic beverage bottles

• Tracking Closely: 
Extended Producer Responsibility for Packaging and Paper 
Products

◦ NY State Senate Bill (Kaminsky) S1185
◦ Requires producers of these items to fund their recycling
◦ Can help reduce the NYC taxpayer burden for residential 

recycling operations, and improve the economics of 
recycling markets

Single Use Plastics
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• Local Law 199 of 2019
◦ comprehensive reform of the private 

carting industry.
◦ Create a safer and more efficient 

commercial collection system
◦ Advancing zero waste goals in the 

commercial sector

• Five+ year, stakeholder-driven process

• Anticipated to cut private carting truck traffic by 
more than 50% citywide.

• Status:
◦ Geographic ones have been determined
◦ Multiple rounds of rulemaking underway
◦ DSNY issued the first part of the RFP to 

select carters to operate in these zones in 
November 2020.

Commercial Waste Zones
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• Law 152 of 2018

• Cut permitted capacity at private waste 
transfer stations in four overburdened 
community districts

• Status:
◦ Fully implemented in September 2020
◦ Eliminated 10,000 tons per day of 

private waste transfer capacity, 
reducing truck traffic in poor and 
minority neighborhoods 

◦ Preserved capacity to expand NYC’s 
recycling and organics programs as 
part of our zero waste efforts.

Waste Equity



The Climate Mobilization Act:
Local Law 97 of 2019

Adam Roberts
Director of Policy

American Institute of 
Architects (AIA) New York



Retrofitting
• What is it?

• Physically changing an existing building, in this case to improve energy 
efficiency

• How do you do it?
• Better insulate and weather a building to improve heating and cooling efficiency

• New or improved façade, windows, doors
• Replace or improve heating and cooling systems

• Temperature controls, timers, and electrification (removal of gas and oil)
• Why retrofit?

• In most cities, the bulk of carbon emissions come from buildings (70% in NYC)



Certifications and Ratings
• Passive House

• From NYPH: reduces energy usage "through passive measures and components such as insulation, 
airtightness, heat recovery, solar heat gains, solar shading and incidental internal heat gains."

• Run by the Passive House Institute (PHI)
• Certified Passive House Consultant (CHPC)

• Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design (LEED)
• From USGBC: "earn points for various green building strategies across several categories based on the 

number of points achieved, a project earns one of four LEED rating levels: Certified, Silver, Gold or 
Platinum."

• Run by the US Green Building Council (USGBC)
• LEED Accredited Professional (LEED AP)

• Energy Star
• From Energy Star: "government-backed symbol for energy efficiency helping us all save 

money and protect the environment through energy-efficient products and practices."
• Run by the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA)



Prior Legislation
• Local Law 84 of 2009: Benchmarking

• Buildings larger than 10,000 square feet submit their energy and water usage in the 
form of energy star scores to the city, which are then made publicly available

• Local Law 87 of 2009: Energy Audits and 
Retro-Commissioning

• Large buildings conduct energy audits and 
retro-commissioning (improving efficiency of existing 
systems), then report this to the city

• Local Law 33 of 2018: Energy Grades
• Buildings larger than 10,000 square feet publicly post 

their numerical energy star grades, as well as their 
correlating alphabetical energy efficiency grade



LL97 Purpose
Spur retrofitting of large buildings to:
• Meet the 80x50 goals of Paris Climate Accord
• Generate green jobs
• Reduce inequality in living and working conditions
• Reduce pollution and improve air quality



LL97 Provisions
• Buildings above 25,000 square feet are required to stay under carbon emissions limits
• Fines are issued for exceeding limits
• Annual reporting by architects and engineers
• Alternative means of compliance provided for certain building typologies
• Exemptions and variances can be approved via application
• Office of Building Energy and Emissions Performance (OBEEP) and Advisory Board 

created to oversee enforcement and further define provisions



Missing in LL97
• Specific design mandates (partially included in LL92/94-2019)
• Buildings under 25,000 square feet
• Embodied carbon (carbon emitted to create materials and products)
• Buildings with rent-stabilized units (largely resolved by LL116-2020)
• Requirements for building inspections and report auditing



Enforcement
• Adequate Funding

• OBEEP (within DOB) requires adequate funding for staff to ensure 
effective enforcement and education

• Maintaining Mandates
• Not passing laws which ease compliance at the expense of 

increasing emissions (LL95-2020)
• Expanding Covered Buildings

• Reduce exemptions within LL97 to require more buildings to 
comply (LL116-2020)

• Managing OBEEP and the Advisory Board
• Ensuring the Advisory Board's recommendations, brought before 

the council in 2023, keep LL97's provisions robust and enforceable



URBAN GREEN COUNCIL

February 8, 2021
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Transforming buildings for 
a sustainable future in NYC 
and around the world.
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ADVOCATE EDUCATE

RESEARCHCONVENE
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URBAN GREEN COUNCIL

WHY BUILDINGS MATTER
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NYC Carbon Emissions

Source: NYC Greenhouse Gas Inventory 2019 

Transportation
28%

Waste
4%

  Buildings
68%

21URBAN GREEN COUNCIL



URBAN GREEN COUNCIL

PROGRESS IN LARGE BUILDINGS

URBAN GREEN COUNCIL

NYC has committed to reducing emissions 80% by 2050

22

Benchmarked emissions from large buildings over time 2010-2019. 
% change from 2010 levels for buildings.



URBAN GREEN COUNCIL

ELECTRIFYING NYC BUILDINGS

URBAN GREEN COUNCIL

Over 40% of NYC’s total carbon 
emissions come from burning fossil fuels for 
heat and hot water in buildings.

Electrification means transforming oil and 
gas heating systems to highly efficient heat 
pump technologies that run on clean 
electricity.

23
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URBAN GREEN COUNCIL

LOCAL LAW 97

URBAN GREEN COUNCIL

1. Ensure resources for implementation

2. Refine the metric to avoid penalizing density

3. Incentivize electrification

4. Ramp up education, outreach and support
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URBAN GREEN COUNCIL

CARBON TRADING FOR BUILDINGS

25URBAN GREEN COUNCIL



URBAN GREEN COUNCIL

WHY TRADING?

URBAN GREEN COUNCIL

Send investment to buildings that 
need it

Provide flexibility to building owners

Drive energy efficiency (not fines)

26
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URBAN GREEN COUNCIL

THE OTHER 1 MILLION BUILDINGS

URBAN GREEN COUNCIL 27

Buildings under 25,000 
square feet are about:

• 95% of total number

• 40% of total area

• 33% of citywide emissions



Chris Halfnight
Associate Director, Policy
ch@urbangreencouncil.org

@UrbanGreen urbangreencouncil.org
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Cities Play Critical 
Role in Fighting 
Climate Change

Bartosch Salmanski via Flickr



   70% 
Renewables 
by 2030

85% Reduction 
of GHG Emissions 
by 2050

Reduce energy use 
by 185 trillion BTUs 
from the state's 2025 
forecast through 
energy efficiency 

Net-zero 
emissions 
by 2050

Critical Equity 
Provisions

Carbon-free 
electricity 
system 
by 2040

35-40% of Benefits
to Disadvantaged 
Communities

Prioritize Projects 
that also Eliminate
Criteria Pollutants

Community Air
  Monitoring

CLCPA
 HIGHLIGHTS



• Jobs
• Reduced energy bills
• Increased resiliency
• Decreased pollution
• Greater comfort

Energy 
Efficiency is 

Key



Donna De Costanzo
Director, Eastern Energy, Climate and Clean Energy Program

Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC)
ddecostanzo@nrdc.org



ALIGN: The Alliance for a Greater New York 

Background

● Coalition of labor and community-based organizations

● Economy, Environment, and Equity

Reducing Building Emissions & Local Law 97

● Advocates since 2015 with Climate Works for All platform



New York City context 

● Climate crisis

● Higher rates of COVID-19 linked 
to bad air quality

● Rising inequality 

● 11.4% unemployment rate

● Slow down in energy efficiency 
jobs

Source: NYSERDA Clean Energy Industry 
Report



LL 97 - Job Creation 
Potential
● ALIGN: 23,600 jobs & nearly 

17,000 indirect jobs

● Types of jobs:
○ HVAC technicians
○ Heat pump technicians
○ Insulators
○ Sheet metal workers
○ Roofers
○ Electricians



Job Creation Potential

Source: American Council for an 
Energy Efficient Economy

Source: Cornell University Study – Reversing Inequality, Combatting Climate  



Green Jobs & Equity 

● Green, decent, and well-paying 
jobs 

● Access to green jobs for 
communities that have been 
historically left out of economic 
growth activities 

● Involvement of union and 
community-based organizations 

Photo Credit: Nontraditional Employment for Women (NEW) via 
Facebook 



Implementing LL 97 – NYC Public Buildings 

●City must lead on reducing emissions to achieve overall 
goals

●How do we create green & well-paying jobs?
○ Best value contracting 
○ Project Labor Agreements

■ Raise labor standards
■ Promote on-time completion of projects

○ Prevailing wage and worker benefits 
○ Job training requirements



Implementing LL 97 – NYC Public Buildings 

Workforce Development
● Hiring targets
● Certified apprenticeship programs
● Pre-apprenticeship programs for 

low-income and Environmental 
Justice communities

● NY Programs: Green Jobs Corps, 
32 BJ Training Fund, NEW Green 
Collar Prep, Green City Force …

From: OneNYC 2017 Progress Report



THANK YOU FOR JOINING US!
Stay connected by following us on social media!

@nylcv
Facebook.com/nylcv


